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Greater Verbal 


The -trend, noted yesterday, toward greater stridency in Soviet 
propaganda attacks on our actions in the Tonkin Gulf has gathered 
some momentum. Equally notable, however, is Moscow's continued 
failure to commit itself to assist the North. Vietnamese. At the 
UN, the Soviets today left the burden of the attack on the US to 
the Czechs . 


Charge of US Faoricatlon Repeated. An article in today's 
gravaa accusing the US of seeking a casus belli , in. .the Tonkin Gulf 
carries the North Vietnamese charge — but without comment -- that 
the second incident was a "complete fabrication" on Washington’s 
part. The article also links US action with the elections, 
asserting that Washington is acting under; pressure of the military 
and Goldwater. Fravda also printed selected hostile foreign 
reactions. The Soviet peace and Afro —As i an Solidarity organizations, 
meanwhile, went into the ritual of pretesting and demanding a halt 
ro US aggression. Instead of the usual expressions of support for 
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a "victim", hov;ever , the Soviet groups urged "world opinion, oo 
raise its voice. 

Nait-ar.d-See Attitude Maintaine d. Other Soviet comment, too, 
remains devoid of the expressions of "support and sympatny sor 
the North Vietnamese which have "seen standard rhemes in previous 
East -Nest crises. On this score, Pravca adheres srncriy to me 
line of the moderate August 5 TA.SS stater ent and Soviet representati' 
Morozov : s August 6 Security Council presentation in -warning that US 
aggressive activities against the DRV can cause a wide military 
c o nf lice involving tne mo s u ser — ouc? consepuences . iQmusncnev, 
continuing his tour of the USSR, has still not been heard from on 
foreign affairs. 

Sino-Soviet Divergencies. The underlying differences between 
Moscow and Peiping — already evident in Moscow's failure to express 
support for the Asian Communists while Peiping insists that 
all communist countries must back the DRV -- was made more explicit 
in a Chinese Communist comment today on the Security Council (SC) 
deliberations. Peiping noted Morozov did not object to SC 
consideration of the US complaint against the DRV, and charged that 
he "refrained from refuting the lie fabricated by the US Government 
about US worships having been attacked by the DRV." Morozov's 
rather oerfurctory last-minute speech at me SC today, in whicn he 
joined the Czech delegate in attacking US. actions but still called 
for more information, may well draw further Chinese fire. 
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First Soviet Reference to l4-Uatlon C-eneva Conference. Ti 
has noted U Thant's statement, here in Washington, doubting th- 
the Security Council was the proper forum for a settlement of t 
Indochina crisis and that a 1-4-naticn C-eneva conference must bs 
convened. This is the first reference since the crisis began t 
Mo see-: has made to a conference although the Czech alluded to j 
in the SC to-day. 
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